TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vI
PREFACE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... X
ABBREVIATIONS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Xv
NOTES. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . XxXv
TABLE OF TRANSCRIPTIONS AND FIGURES . . . . . . . . . XVI

CHAPTER 1: ETHIOPIAN CHRISTIANITY: JUDAIC OR JUDAEO-CHRISTIAN?

THE ‘JuDAIC’ FEATURES OF ETHIOPIC CHRISTIANITY . . . . . 1
Introduction . . 1
Ullendorft’s Syn0p31s of the ‘Judalc Elements of Eth10p1an
Christianity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Conclusion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20

CHAPTER 2: SURVEYING THE ETHIOPIC AND EARLY SYRIAC SOURCES 21

The Ethiopian Literature . . . . . . . . . . . . 21
The Dagg"a and Saint Yared . . . ... 25
The Andamta Corpus: History and Method ... ... 33
Primary Sources, and Dating . . . . . . . . . 35
Exegetical and Hermeneutical Approach. . . . . . 46
The Kobrd Néigdast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Background . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53
Date and Authorship . . . . . . . . . . . . 55
Purpose andIntent. . . . . . . . . . . . . 64
The Early Syriac Tradition. . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Saint Ephrem the Syrian . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Jacob of Serugh (451-521ce) . . . . . . . . . T4
CHAPTER 3: THE SYMBOLIC INTERPRETATION OF THE ARK. . . . 79
Mary the ‘Second Zion’: Connecting Mary, Zion and the Ark 81
Divine Immanence: Mary as the Ark Bearing Manna . . . 89
The Development of the Symbolism in the Andomta . . . 106
The Development of Symbolism in the Kabrd Néigdst . . . 111

The Significance of the Interpretation of the Ark(s). . . . 116



VI TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER 4: THE SYMBOLIC INTERPRETATION OF THE CROSS .
The Symbols of the Cross in the Ethiopic and Early Syriac
Literature
The Cross and the Patrlarchs in the Ethloplc and Early Synac
Literature . .
Noah’s Ark .
Abraham .
Moses .
Wood and the Uniting of the Covenants n the Kabra Nagast
The Significance of Interpretations Relating to Wood .

CHAPTER 5: VISIONS OF PARADISE AND THE HEAVENLY EUCHARIST .
The Tree of Life in Judaeo-Christian Literature .
The Throne of God in Judaco-Christian Literature . .
The Ethiopic and Early Syriac View of Paradise and the
Throne of God . .
The Tree of Life in Eth1op1c and Early Syrlac therature .
Developments in Later Ethiopic Literature.
Significance

CHAPTER 6: CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Recommendations

APPENDIX A. EZRA’S VISION OF A WEEPING WOMAN .

APPENDIX B. THE TEACHING OF ZECHARIAH .

APPENDIX C. THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY .

APPENDIX D. THE FINDING OF THE TRUE CROSS .

APPENDIX E. TRANSCRIPTION AND TRANSLATION OF THE GE‘EZ
GEN 22 TORGWAME FROM ST GABRIEL’S MONASTERY, ZWAY

APPENDIX F. THE ANDOMTA ON GEN 22:5
APPENDIX G. THE BIBLICAL COVENANTS .
REFERENCES .

Primary Blbhography (Sources and Translatlons)

Language Dictionaries and Lexicons
General Bibliography

INDEXES

119

124

126
126
129
138
148
155

159
168
172

178
192
201
211

215
220
223
225
237
247

259
261
263
265
265

272
272

287





